We cannot today know what Iran might do if it
were to acquire nuclear weapons at some point

in the future. However, we can ask this question:
have the countries that have already acquired
nuclear weapons become more aggressive? The
answer appears to be that there is no consistent
relationship between attaining nuclear weapons
and military aggression. But s Iran, as an Islamic-
revolutionary state, different? Initial analysis
suggests that, in fact, Iran’s conflict-initiating
behavior over time has been similar to that of
China and Russia, suggesting again that a nuclear
Iran would not necessarily behave differently from
other nuclear-weapon states.
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Joseph Grieco

Joseph M. Grieco is Professor of Political Science
at Duke University. He concentrates on theories

of international relations, issues of international
political economy, and problems of international
military conflict. He is the author of Cooperation
among Nations: Europe, America, and Non-Tariff
Barriers to Trade (1990), and Between Dependency
and Autonomy: India’s Experience with the
International Computer Industry (1984); co-author
(with G. John lkenberry) of State Power and World
Markets: The International Political Economy
(2001), and co-author (with G. John Ikenberry

and Michael Mastanduno) of Introduction to
International Relations (2015). Articles and notes
by him have appeared in Journal of Conflict
Resolution, International Studies Quarterly,
Security Studies, Review of International Studies,
American Political Science Review, International
Organization, Journal of Politics, Journal of Peace
Research, and World Politics. Since 1996 he has
been a Visiting Professor at the Post Graduate
School of Economics and International Relations at
the Catholic University of Milan.
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